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Soul Check
The Kingdom Culture 2

● Imagine playing golf your entire life under the mistaken belief that the object of the game is
to have the highest score.

● Instead of playing straight for the hole, you simply have fun hitting the ball everywhere and
enjoying the scenery on the course.

● You wonder why some people think the game is so difficult, you must be exceptionally good
at it.

● Hitting the ball away from the hole comes naturally to you.
● In fact, you are really good at the scenic view.  You hit it to the trees and to the woods.
● You like the beach next to the green and you explore every pond and creek on the course.
● In fact, you are really good at hitting your ball in the water. Really good.
● You are confused and embarrassed because now you realize why you could never get

anyone to play with you, not because you were so good they were intimidated but because
you were so terrible and 18 holes with you took the entire day.

● You now have this overwhelming sense of having wasted much of your time.
● You gaze back at the futility of life as you realize it’s too late to go back and start over. It’s

too late to redeem the experience.
● That’s what it will be like when those who pursued temporary wealth, status, education, and

pleasure at the expense of lasting treasures see the true picture…
● When they realize that it’s not what you get out of life but what you put into it.
● Now, this discovery will hopefully be in this life and not on the judgment day before the

Lord.
● Matthew 5:1-12 (Bibles out… Listen)
● This is the first part of Jesus Sermon on the Mount He begins by informing us of what

matters most.
● Characteristics commonly called the Beatitudes.
● Named from the initial words of each statement… “Blessed are…”

o Beatitudes describe the blessedness of those who have certain qualities or
experiences peculiar to those belonging to the Kingdom of Heaven.

● The word translated “Blessed” literally means happy…
● For many who grew up going to church that is the only meaning of the word that you ever

heard.
● Probably, because that is the way we are wired.  Happy is the word most people use to some

up how they want their lives and the lives of their children and grandchildren to be.
● If you asked people in this room, what do you want for your children more than anything.

The number one answer would be (You fill in the blank) (HAPPY)
● So, it makes us happy to know that God want us to be HAPPY.
● But, it could be that God’s definition of happy and ours are different.
● When you consider some of the rewards the Blessed or Happy people get in this text, your

like, yes, yes, that would make me happy.
● I would love to inherit the Kingdom.  I would be happy to have a kingdom.
● I would be even more happy to inherit the earth.
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● Yes, It would make me happy to be comfortable and it would make me so, so happy to be
satisfied and in need of nothing.

● And I can’t think of anything that would make me happier than for God to call me one of His
children.

● Those are the rewards that we are about to read about. But the way to receive those
rewards---well, they seem upside down to our priorities in the world.

● So, let’s read it…Matthew 5:3-12…
● Preachers have only told you part of the story if they simply define blessed as happy--- (It

actually means not subject to fate, above the circumstances of this earth, deathless and full
of joy)

● Unlike what we wish for in happiness which is an escape from these things altogether.
● God, knows that while we are in this falling world we will experience, pain, disease,

heartache, trials…
● The happiness he offer is not subject to fate but above the circumstances of this earth.
● Circumstances are going to happen to everyone on this earth.  Most of our prayers are that

circumstances will not happen.
● God, is telling us, it is going to happen, but it does not have to define your life.
● So, these first few verses of this Sermon are setting the Kingdom Culture.
● And the Kingdom Culture is not like the culture of this world.
● Nor is it like the culture of the Self-Righteous “religion” that has masqueraded as the church

and repelled much of the world’s culture.
● There is nothing fake or pretentious about the Kingdom Cutlure. It is a

A Culture of Humility
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

(Matthew 5:3)
● Not a culture of finger-pointing, judgment, condemnation.
● A Culture where others, all others are placed above ourselves.
● A culture of self-renunciation not World-renunciation.

A Culture of Broken Hearts
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”

(Matthew 5:4)
● Blessed are those who mourn.  Who mourn death… Who mourn the sad, sad state of this

world… We should be crying out to God! Save us, heal our land!! (7:14)
o It was Jesus who wept over the death and grieving of his friend Lazarus. (John 11)
o It was Jesus who cried out over the state of Jerusalem… O Jerusalem, Jerusalem…

(Matt. 23; Luke 13; Luke 19)
● The culture of the Kingdom does not demand that we get rid of a broken heart…
● The culture of the Kingdom is transparent.  A place for the broken hearted and the messed

up
● WE are sick! Our nation is sick! Our world is sick! O Lord… Hear our cry!!!
● You and I should be weeping over the state of those who don’t know God.
● We should be weeping, mourning over the sin of this world.
● This is why we encourage people to join us in the 7:14 PRAYER
● We also saw that the Kingdom Culture is…
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A Culture of Brokenness
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth”

(5:5)
● Meek, is a mysterious word.  Many equate it with weakness.
● Truth is that there is nothing weak about the word “meek.”
● In fact, meekness is the greatest display of strength possible.
● In considering Meekness, Jesus had this to say…

o “Take up your cross and follow me. Whoever would save His life, will lose it, but
whoever loses His life for my sake will find it.” (Matt. 16)

o “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matt. 18)

o The Master who had everything that showed grace and mercy to his servant versus
the Unforgiving Servant. (Matt. 18)

o Great power is shown through restraint…
o Greatness and power does not come through lording over… But whoever would be

great among you must be your servant. (Matt. 20)
o Son of Man came not to be served but the serve.

● Meekness is brokenness. The brokenness to let go of great power to exercise restraint--- to
serve, to put others above self…

● Philippians 2 is the greatest display of this…
● That brings us to the next characteristic of the Kingdom Culture…

A Culture of Hungers
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

(satisfied)”
(Matthew 5:6)

● We are defined and directed by our hungers
● For the athlete hard work pays off.
● This hunger is different, however.  We cannot receive through our hard work.
● We hunger and thirst. God fills.  God satisfies. (Say it…)
● We are also different from the athlete in the fact that we don’t have to worry about

whether or not we will achieve our goal.
● We don’t spend our lives in worship only to tear an ACL, just before the game we have

trained for…
● Jesus doesn’t say our hunger might be filled.  He says it will be filled.
● He doesn’t say it may pay off or you might possibly be rewarded.
● YOU WILL BE SATISFIED, YOU WILL BE FILLED.
● This is good news for those who hunger for the right things.
● “For HE satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul He fills with good things.” (Psalm

107:9-on slide)
● This is a good place to clarify some things.  Righteousness gets a bad rap because many

mistake righteousness with self-righteousness.
● Righteousness is selfless.  It is humble. It is broken. It is meek.
● Self-righteousness is hard, judgmental, arrogant. Superior.
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● Self-righteousness is insecure because it is based on your standing, your work, your effort,
and at your best there will always be others better or more qualified than you.

● True righteousness is humble, it is secure. Not in its own ability because they know they are
not able.

● Their hunger, their desire is met only in Christ. Righteousness is totally dependent on God.
● Self-righteousness is miserable. That is not what Jesus is talking about that is what is

condemned.
● There is nothing more disgusting and unattractive than a self-righteous person.
● Misery is their quality not joy or happiness.
● That is why many are repulsed by Christians.
Story- A committee once went to greet their new preaching candidate at the airport.  Those
who went to greet him had never seen him before.  They saw this man that looked like a
minister to them… They said: “Are you the minister that has come to interview for the
preaching job? He said, “NO, I am not a minister but people often make that mistake. You see I
struggle with constipation and that is what makes me look like a minister.”
● No, that is Not true.  But, it could be.
● Righteousness without joy produces a constipated countenance and indigestion in the Spirit.
● That’s why, as I have often said, the highest compliment you could give me for years is “you

don’t look like a preacher…” Always responded to that with a hearty THANK YOU.
● I know I have told this story.  When I say, I know I have told this story, it is just to serve you

notice so you will not think I am getting senile because I keep telling the same stories…
o Or it could be because I am getting senile and I don’t remember whether I have told

the story or not.
o I’m sure both are true at times.

● But I do know that I have told the story… about how Lori and I were introduced.
Story: I was preaching once a month at the church Lori’s sister and her husband attended. They
wanted her to meet me.  According to Lord, she wasn’t excited because her sister me not as tall,
dark and handsome--- (which should have because as you know from past sermons the name
kenneth means handsome) That might as well of used the other one… He’s nice, real nice…
But, instead she described me to her as tall, a preacher, and wears glasses. Like I said, the
stereotype in her mind didn’t make her excited.)
But, honestly I wasn’t excited either since on my end it was my professor at Lipscomb, who was
also her preacher that wanted me to come to their church and meet her. (He told me she would
make a good preacher’s wife)
Even though I was going to be a preacher, from the preacher’s wives I had seen growing up, I
wasn’t exactly excited. I wanted Wonder Woman…
Well, thank goodness we did go through with it and she has made a great preacher’s wife and
SHE IS EVEN BETTER THAN WONDER WOMAN.
● In the name of righteousness-People renounce the world, Look miserable, because they are,

angry at everything and everyone, act holier than thou.
● But righteousness does not equal miserable or a constipated, angry countenance.
● When Jesus says blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… He is not

talking about Self-Righteousness. PRAISE GOD!
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● It is saying they want to be right with God, one with God.  They want justice and mercy.
SUMMED UP IN THIS: THEY HUNGER FOR GOD… (AS THE DEER)

● Now, notice the rewards--- —Poor in Spirit- Kingdom of Heaven… Mourn---Comforted;
Meek-Inherit the Earth; Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness- Satisfied..

● Parents? Question---Actually you don’t have to be a parent- Direct the question to yourself:
o As a parent when you say you want your child to be happy… Do you think they will

be happy if they inherit the Kingdom of heaven and the earth?
o Do you think they will be happy if they are comforted and satisfied.
o Absolutely.
o He has just told us how to get those things.  If you want them then Lose Yourself.

Lose the Attitude.  Lose the Anxiety. Lose the Fear. Lose the Self-Absorption. NEXT
A Culture of MERCY

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
(Matthew 5:6)

● It is not enough to have an inward feeling of empathy and compassion.
● To be merciful is to SHOW mercy.
● Not through works or to be recognized for your great works but because that is who you

are.
● As God becomes more real in your life, his attitude toward the world becomes more real in

our hearts.
● His actions become our actions.
● Mercy is not just about forgiveness which is what we have often limited it to.
● It’s about treating others compassionately.  Forgiving, providing, comforting, and more.
● Those who do this will receive the same treatment from God.
● In fact those who hunger and thirst for justice, those who are poor in Spirit, those who

mourn the condition of the world cannot help themselves.
● Mercy is something you demonstrate.

o You demonstrate by not taking pleasure in another person’s hardship, EVER!
o Bless those who curse you. Forgive with the greatness of grace God has shown you.
o Take pity on those in desperate situations, praying for them nd meeting their needs

practically.
o IN other words and in all other ways have a heart.

● Oh, and this goes beyond politics and economics, it’s a matter of the Spirit.
● And those who are sensitive enough to show the compassion of God will experience His

compassion in increasing measure!
● Last week I talk about messed up people and broken hearts.
● The culture of God’s Kingdom is a realm in which hearts are soft and the vulnerable are safe.
● THIS IS A SAFE PLACE!  Lord, have mercy on those who judge and gossip and condemn in the

name of Christ.
● YOUR KINGDOM COME, YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
● Christ is the Ruler of His Kingdom, which means His Spirit is manifest and provides the

climate and environment.
● One ancient sage said: “The more godly a person is, the more merciful he will be.”
● Finally, for today---It is
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A Culture of ONE THING.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

(Matthew 5:8)
● Our hearts aren’t completely pure, we know that. WE’ve been told by the prophet Jeremiah

that they are desperately wicked. (Jer. 17:9)
● We’ve also been told by the prophet Ezekiel that we can have a new one. (Ez. 36:26)
● We know that we struggle with old stuff even after our conversion: Old lusts, old pride, old

greed, still pops its ugly head at times.
● In fact, so often that we feel accused and shame more than we feel joy.  WHY?
● So when Jesus says that the pure in heart will see God we don’t feel so encouraged. WE

know we don’t qualify.
● The goodness is that Jesus is not talking about spotlessness.
● This is much deeper than that.
● The pure in heart are sure about one thing.  Their life is centered on one thing.
● They are wholehearted in their desire for God.
● They still sin.  The still have impure thoughts.  But their greatest desire is for God.
● This is where I will take another little, little I promise, detour.  I can’t tell you how many

times good hearted people have come and ask me if I think they have committed blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit. (Mark 3:29; Matt. 12:31)

● MY answer with great confidence is no!  They will say how do you know and I will say… The
fact that you are her and care about it is proof that you haven’t blasphemed the Spirit.

● You might say that my main desire is not for God. My life is too cluttered.
● Your life may be cluttered, but the question is… Is your heart cluttered?
● SOUL CHECK… Is your heart cluttered? Do you feel sorrow for your sin?  Do you desire God?
● I went through a 3-year rebellion in my first years of college. No details on what I did—Use

your imagination.  I was in college away from home and running from God’s calling.
● This is important…. I never ran from God.  I cried out to Him every night during those 3

years… I was running from the calling.
● Being a preacher was not on my list though I was called at an early age to do so.
● Even during that time my heart’s desire was for God and God never quit on me or gave up.

He was everywhere.
● All of us get distracted by details but we know what it is like to be single-minded.
● A man or woman in pursuit of their beloved, an athlete in pursuit of the prize.
● That’s what it means to have a pure heart.
● One of my favorite scriptures is Philippians 3:2-16. (Read if time—probably not)
● That is what Jesus is calling us to do… The idea of seeking… (Jer. 29; Matt. 7)
● That is the idea of remaining in Him. (Jn. 15)
● The pure in heart hang on the promise that their whole-hearted pursuit will result in seeing

God.
● C.S. Lewis says: “It is safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure

in heart want to…”
● Now, what does this look like in action?
● Oswald Chambers: “Spiritual perception is only attainable to a pure heart, not a keen

intellect.”
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● You will see God in His Word.  You will understand things that are spiritually discerned (1
Cor. 1,2)

o You will see what is foolishness to the rest of the world.
o You will see God in people and situations.
o At work, instead of seeing people by their outward appearances and actions you will

see them from God’s perspective.
o Which will cause you to MOURN.  TO SHOW MERCY. TO BE A PEACEMAKER…
o You will NOT see what the Pharisees saw… You will not SEE PUBLICANS, SINNERS,

you will see what Jesus saw…
o And like Jesus-The Only Way to the One Thing we desire (Jn. 14)
o You will be moved with compassion and see them as harassed and helpless like

sheep without a Shepherd. (Matt. 9)
o You will not be angry over what you see happening on the news or in the world, You

will not judge based on political idealogy or because of the color of someone’s skin.
o Your anger and rage will be turned toward the real enemy: The Evil One.
o Your greatest desire will be for the salvation of those who don’t know Christ because

that is the ONE we love and pursues desire.
o And what will the result be?  We will see next week…
o So let’s review what we have seen so far… SOUL CHECK…

● Kingdom Culture is a Culture of Humility, Broken Hearts, Brokenness, Hungers, Mercy, ONE
THING.

Are you struggling in any of these areas?
Are you in Christ?

Only in Christ that you can have this
Only through Christ you can have happiness

THE FOUR… (This is a Safe Place)

● Now, if you are in Christ…What would you think if I were to tell you all of these things
already reside in you?

● You may think, I need to work on this, I need to more like this.. I am good at this, but not so
good at that.

● Through the Holy Spirit it is all in you… Just like the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5)
● THIS WEEK I PRAY THAT YOU WILL BE A WORLD CHANGER AND LIVE LIKE THE CHILD OF

GOD THAT YOU ARE…
● Poor in Spirit (Humility), Mourn(Broken Heart), Meek (Brokenness), Hunger and Thirst

(Hungers), Merciful (Mercy), Pure in Heart (One Thing)
● May you bring this in your world and see what God does through you.
● ABOVE ALL TO DO THIS YOU MUST CHOOSE THE ONE THING ABOVE ALL ELSE.

I want to know Christ
I keep Him before me
I lift up my eyes
I drink in His glory
I press toward the goal
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His goodness unfolds
March on, oh my soul
I want to know
I want to know Christ

And the things that entangle me
I lay them down
All the treasures and trophies of life
Let them be lost
Only let me be found in Christ
For I want to know
Yes I want to know Christ


